Perspective Digest
Manuscript 1288

Universalism
Gerhard F. Hasel

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.andrews.edu/pd

Hasel: Universalism
B Y

G

E

R

H

A

R

D

F .

H A S E L

*

UNIVERSALISM
FIRST IN A SERIES ON C O U N T E R F E I T S
OF B I B L I C A L S A L V A T I O N

S

istic writings were Clement of
tudents of ancient Near EastAlexandria, his student Origen, and
ern religions are aware that
Egypt, the very nation out of
Gregory of Nyssa. Origin held that
which God called the enslaved
even the devil may finally be saved, a
Israelites, lacked not only a
view declared heretical by the fifth
concept of salvation but even a word
Ecumenical Council of A.D. 553. In
medieval times universalism was
for it. The Egyptians whose pharaoh
hardly known or taught.
resisted so tenaciously the release of
Martin Luther and John Calvin
the Israelites believed that at death a
roundly rejected the final salvation
person becomes a star, which joins
of all humans. Some Anabaptists
the polar stars. The Pyramid Texts
such as Hans Denck and Hans Hut
(p. 878) contain the assurance: “You
great one among the intransitory
promoted the teaching, though it
stars, you will not go down forever.”
did not become a major element in
later Anabaptist theology.
Among pagan religions, whether
From the 17th to the 19th cenEastern or non-Eastern, that have
tury, several universalist groups
survived the centuries, most believe
emerged in England and the United*
that salvation is the “ultimate destiny” of all.1
Belief in universal salvation
* Gerhard F. Hasel was J. N. Andrews
within Christianity has been associProfessor of Old Testament and Bibliated with early Gnostic teachers, a
cal Theology at the Seventh-day
heretical sect of the latter part of the
Adventist Theological Seminary in
1st century A.D. Prominent among
Berrien Springs, Michigan.
authors of the first clearly universal-
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salism, biblical Christianity must ask
whether the Bible teaches that all
humans will in the end be saved.—
Condensed from Gerhard F. Hasel,
“Salvation in Scripture,” in Journal of
the Adventist Theological Society, Vol.
3, No. 2 (1992).
□

States. By the 20th century, universalism had become a “liberal faith,”
manifested in the Unitarian Universalist tradition and in other entities.
Belief in universal salvation for
all humans should not be confused
with the belief that some will be
accorded a “second chance,” a current nonbiblical concept taught by a
segment of modern Evangelicalism.
Faced with the appeal of univer-
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